
Dear Church Family and Friends, 

Yesterday evening we had our annual Pancake Supper with 60 in attendance.
It was a time of fun, fellowship and delicious food. Thank you to everyone
who participated by bringing food, cooking food, setting up, cleaning up and
most importantly joining in the fellowship. Our Lenten Season has begun.

Lent is a period of fasting which leads up to Easter. Lent recalls Jesus' 40-day fast in the
wilderness, mentioned in the synoptic gospels. Lent began on Ash Wednesday, this year and ends
right before the evening of Maundy Thursday.

Some basic facts about Lent are the following: the liturgical color is purple, Lent lasts 40 days,
symbolizes Jesus' wilderness fast and is our preparation for Easter. The Scriptural references are
Matthew 4:1-11 and Luke 4:1-13. 

The purpose of Lent is to be a season of fasting, self-denial, spiritual growth, conversion, and
simplicity. Lent, which comes from the Teutonic (Germanic) word for springtime, can be viewed
as a spiritual spring cleaning: a time for taking spiritual inventory and then cleaning out those
things which hinder our corporate and personal relationships with Jesus Christ and our service to
him. However, we must remember that our Lenten disciplines are supposed to ultimately
transform our entire person: body, soul, and spirit, and help us become more like Christ. 

There are a few basic tasks that traditionally have been associated with Lent. These are fasting,
giving to those in need, prayer and reading your Bible.

The earliest fasts of Lent tended to be strict, allowing one meal a day, and even then meats, eggs,
and other indulgences were forbidden. In some churches only Ash Wednesday and Good Friday
are enjoined as strict fast days, but Fridays are set aside for abstinence from meat. Sundays are not
a part of the Lenten fast, because Sunday is always a feast of the resurrection. The Sundays of
Lent are still a part of the Lenten liturgical season and the worship services tend to be more
simple and austere than normal. They lack the Gloria, and the joyous "alleluias" that come with
the Easter season. 

This is a time of reflection leading up to a time of joy in the Christian year. May God guide and
bless our time of preparation in this season.

                                                                                          Grace and Peace,
                                                                                                      Pastor Robert
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Here we are well into 2017 and it feels like we just celebrated Christmas.

The United Methodist Women have lots of events coming up and you will want to

mark your calendars.

April will be filled with many showers, I'm sure, but the greatest event will be

"Showers of Blessings", which is the theme for this years Fashion Show!! Make this

a great event by selling all the tickets you can. Let's have a full house so we can help

more women children and youth!!

April 22 is a Social Action event at Chestnut Memorial UMC. More  to come on

this event.

We were out in great numbers for Assembly Day in Richmond. A special thanks to

our pastor Rev. Robert Haley for being brave enough go drive the ladies in the

church van.

                          God bless First United Methodist Women

                                             Nancy Yarborough 

                                             President

Ooh the date for the Fashion Show is April 8..... How could I forget that!! Just

make sure YOU don't forget.

Monthly Meeting:  Join the United Methodist Men on Saturday, March 18th, at 8 AM
for our monthly Saturday breakfast meeting.  Our guest speaker will be Martha Dodson
and Nancy Yarborough.  They  will discuss there January mission trip to Cambodia.  Learn
how Christ is effecting so many lives in this poverty-stricken country and how
Cambodians, especially the youth, are finding hope and a God that is always with them.  

UMM’s Spaghetti Luncheon:  The United Methodist men are sponsoring a spaghetti lunch
following the second service on Sunday, March 19th.  The lunch is a fund raiser for the
UMM.   Tickets are $8 for an adult and $4 for children.  The menu includes spaghetti
(homemade meat sauce or vegetarian), salad and dessert.  Tickets may be purchased from
members of the UMM.  Please join us on March 19th for good food and fellowship while
supporting the UMM.    

Thank you to all my church friends who sent cards, notes, flowers,
prayers and best wishes, during my surgery and recovery.  I truly
appreciate your kindness and concern.   I’m very happy to be back
with you again.   Mike Hardesty

The family of The Berryman’s thank you for the cards, calls, and
food received through this difficult time.          A special thank
you to Pastor Robert and Bette Jones, as well as Jane Waters and
her committee for the delicious reception.    Lois Berryman



MEMORIAL  FUND

In Memory of Wesley Berryman by:

Anonymous, and Mahla Swinford      Mr. & Mrs. David Burns

Agnes L. Braband                                      Mr. & Mrs. John Nelson

Barbara J. Begor                                      William H. Hayes

Skip & Sybil Watson, Jr.                           Mr. & Mrs. George Paulette Eure

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Chappell                Robert S. Nelson

American Contract Bridge League, Unit 110

Mr. & Mrs. George Schackelford and family

In Memory of Alice Shields by:
Agnes L. Brabrand Mr. & Mrs. Steve Elder
Carol Ann Dale, Lori & Jennifer

In Honor of the Clodfelter’s birthday by Emily T. Pepper

Bus/Van Fund
In Memory of Liz Knorpp by Mr. & Mrs. Dan Barton

FOUNDATION 

By: The Nocon’s, Mr. & Mrs. Doug Foltz and Phyllis Kirts

In Memory of Wesley Berryman by:

Thomas J. Walters

Given in Memory of Alice Page Shields by:  

              R. Suttle, Jr.    

                                           Dianne Harwood                       

                               Barbara’s of Warwick, c/o Donna Herbert

                   

I’m thrilled to be back at church among my church friends again. My thanks to John,
Tony, Anita and Tim for keeping things going smoothly while I was away. I am very
grateful for their assistance.

Now that Epiphany has passed we begin our journey through Lent. Beginning Ash
Wednesday, we will be using Bill Trakfa’s beautiful Kyrie in our services during Lent. And,
on those Sundays we have Communion, we will sing his Sanctus and Agnus Dei from the
same mass setting. Bill is Organist and Choirmaster at St. Bartholemew’s (St. Bart’s)
Episcopal Church on Park Avenue in New York City. This church is home to the largest
pipe organ in New York and the choir is certainly one of the finest in the country. This
church is also a success story, going from a church barely attended on Sunday mornings to
one that has been filled with people for the last many years. In fact, they’ve completed a
$30 million restoration campaign for the church. If you’re interested to know what they
did to turn things around, let me know. I’ll be glad to discuss it with you.

The choir and I will record the three pieces mentioned above on our Facebook page soon
so that you can learn this music and sing it with us. This music is for all of us, not just the
choir. So, sing with us and let’s enjoy this beautiful, meaningful music together.

Mike Hardesty
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MARCH CALENDAR

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1

7:00 pm Ash Wednesday               
                Service 

7:30 pm   Chancel Choir

2 3 4

6:00 pm

AA M.P.R.

5 

8:30 am Worship

9:35 am Sunday School

10:45 am Worship

6

10:00 am

Bible Study F.H.

7 8

6:15 pm Bible Study

6:45 pm  Chancel Ringers

7:30 pm   Chancel Choir

9

5:00 pm Link - F.H.

10 11

6:00 pm

AA MPR

12  

8:30 am  Worship

9:35 am Sunday School

10:45 am Worship

13

10:00 am

Bible Study F.H.

14

10:00 am

Circle 2 - MP Rm.

1:00 pm 

Circle 4 - Parlor

15

10:00 am

Circle 6 - Parlor

6:45 pm  Chancel Ringers

7:30 pm   Chancel Choir

16

5:30 pm - Cherub Choir

6:00 pm Circle 5 - F.H.

17 18

8:00 am

UMM - F.H.

6:00 pm

AA M.P.R.

19 

8:30 am Worship

9:35 am Sunday School

10:45 am Worship

Noon: Spaghetti 

           Luncheon - F.H.

20

10:00 am

Bible Study F.H.

21 22

6:15 pm Bible Study

6:45 pm  Chancel Ringers

7:30 pm   Chancel Choir

23

5:30 pm Cherub Choir

24

1:00 pm

Mat-Making

Prayer Shawl Knitting
- F.H.

25

6:00 pm

AA M.P.R.

26    

8:30 am Worship

9:35 am Sunday School

10:45 am Worship

27

10:00 am

Bible Study

F.H.

28



Easter Egg Hunt – Help Needed!

There will be an Easter Egg Hunt this year on Sunday, April 9th at 1:00 p.m. 
Please help by bringing in individually wrapped candy (not chocolate) to fill the
Easter Eggs.  Also very small toys, balls, children’s jewelry, stickers, etc.  Please
place your donations in the box in the hallway outside the kitchen.

       Thank you in advance for your help.  Susanne Daley

There is a really easy way to support First United Methodist Pre-School every
time you grocery shop.  FUMP participates in Box Tops for Education program, which has
helped America’s schools earn over $715 million since 1996. All year long we collect Box Tops
to help us buy what our school needs most.  Each Box Top is worth 10
cents for our school.  Last year, FUMP earned $250.00 which we used
to purchase art supplies.  We can earn even more cash this school year
with your help.  To help our school, just look for pink Box Tops on
products, clip them, and send them to school.  For more information on
Box Tops for Education program, including a list of participating
products, visit www.BTFE.com.  

                                Thanks for your help!     Kim Webster 

It’s kit time again!  The U.M.W. is collecting items for the school kits for the
next month!  These little kits mean a lot to children in time of disaster or in poverty
situations.  Please bring any of the following items and place them in the container in the
narthex.  Ladies have already made many, many tote bags for us to fill!  Here’s what we need~

SCHOOL  KIT  ITEMS:

One pair of blunt scissors (rounded tip), Three units of 8-1/2” x 11” ruled paper-consisting of
either single-subject spiral notebooks (no bound composition books), top-bound pads or
loose-leaf paper~150 sheets equals one unit!

One 30-centimeter ruler (inches on one side), One large eraser (2 l/2”)                One Box of
24 crayons (only 24) One hand-held pencil sharpener at least 1 ½”     Six unsharpened new
pencils with erasers

First United Methodist Church

United Methodist Women

Showers of Blessings

Fashion Show and Luncheon

Saturday, April 8, 2017 at Noon

   Tickets $20.00   Proceeds Benefit Missions

Please bring a canned food item for LINK.

Fashions from Christopher & Banks

Door Prizes!    Nursery Provided!

 

     10246 Warwick Boulevard

     Newport News, VA  23601

     Hilton Village

                     For Tickets Call Jeanette Leslie 757-874-3724

http://www.BTFE.com.

