
Dear Church Family and Friends, 

 
The season of Lent 2017 started on Wednesday, the 1st of March
and is continuing until Saturday, the 15th of April.

In Western Christianity Lent begins on Ash Wednesday and concludes on Holy
Saturday. The six Sundays in Lent are not counted among the forty days of Lent
because each Sunday represents a "mini-Easter",         a celebration of Jesus' victory
over sin and death.

Lent offers us all a very special opportunity to grow in our relationship with God
and to deepen our commitment to a way of life, rooted in our baptism. In our busy
world, Lent provides us with an opportunity to reflect upon our patterns, to pray
more deeply, experience sorrow for what we've done and failed to do, and to be
generous to those around us. 

Let us wake each morning, pausing to ask for the graces we need for the day.
Throughout each day, that the background of our thoughts and feelings is taken up
with what this journey means for our personal change of heart, the renewal of our
Baptismal commitment to be placed with Jesus, and our growing desire to care for
those around us. May we go to bed each evening, after pausing to give thanks for
the gifts of the day. This is something each and every one of us can do.

God of infinite love, we thank you for this reminder of your love and your call that
we be more patient, gentle and compassionate with others. Here in the middle of
Lent, we turn to you to ask for your help. Please soften our hearts. Help us to let
go of judging others. Amen.

May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil and bring us to everlasting life. 
Amen.

Grace and Peace,

Pastor Robert

If your birthday or anniversary was
not listed or was listed incorrectly,

please advise Betty Mills, in the
Church Office, so that your

information can be corrected in our
records.

4 Brenda Garriss
Richard Joyce

6 Rita Potter
10 Diane Harwood

Judy Nice
11 Anita Crumpler
12 Wesley Bush
13 Rachel Nightingale
16 Madonna Brink
17 Sandy Crick
18 Bill Jones

Kelsey Talbert
19 Chelsea Marstellar
22 Charles Yost
25 John Price
26 Beverly Monk
30 Karen Shields

17 John & Debbie Harrell

20 Rick & Cindy Marstellar

23 Guy & Jeanne Amory



Carwash Tickets: It is spring and time to shine ---- your car.  The
United Methodist Men are selling $20.00 Auto-Bell carwash cards as
a fund-raiser.   These are prepaid cards that may be used for washes
or other car cleaning services  at Auto-Bell.  Tickets are available
from members of the U.M.M.

April 30th:   April brings not only spring flowers but also  a fifth
Sunday.  Please join the mission Team for fellowship and lunch
(Taco Salad Lunch Bar) following the second service on April 30th. 
Profits from the luncheon will support our Church’s Food
Program.

Easter morning there will be a Sunrise Service at First United Methodist at
6:30 A.M., April 16, 2017.

Breakfast will be served on Easter morning after the 6:30 a.m. Sunrise
Service in the Fellowship Hall.  If you are planning to attend, please advise
at her email: JoyceHarrell@cox.net by April 14th.   Thank you.

   First United Methodist Church 

United Methodist Women

Showers of Blessings Fashion Show and Luncheon

Saturday, April 8, 2017 at Noon

   Tickets $20.00   

Proceeds Benefit Missions.

Please bring a canned food item for LINK.

Fashions from Christopher & Banks

Door Prizes!    Nursery Provided!

 

For Tickets Call Jeanette Leslie 757-874-3724

mailto:JoyceHarrell@cox.net


COUNCIL MINUTES - cont.

Finance:  Norman Shields, Jr. reported that year - end figures for 2016 were completed. 

The church brought in $267,000.00, which was $24,000.00 more than budgeted.  Since

conference apportionments were 16% of our total budget, we paid the conference 16% of

what was received, which was approximately $11,374.17 less that requested.  The church

realized a shortfall of $54,000.00 for 2016.

Old Business:  None

New Business:

Mahla Swinford, President of the FUMC Foundation, moved that the Council confirm
the nomination of Bob Walker as a Director.  Dianne Harwood seconded the motion;
motion carried unanimously.

Kim Webster, chair of education, asked for clarification with regards to the nursery
attendant and volunteers.  Pastor Haley stated that the nursery attendant (Kaylee Correll)
reports to the pastor and staff parish. The chair of the education committee is responsible
for securing, scheduling and obtaining the background checks of the volunteers. Kim said
that there was a shortage of volunteers and that she would advertise the need to the
congregation.

David Dellinger asked the council for an update on our “lost” members.  Pastor Haley
stated that the evangelism committee was working on this list.  A letter is sent to the last
known address of the member…if the member responds, they may either request that
their membership be transferred, dropped, or remain the same.  If there is no response,
there is a three year procedure to have them removed from the rolls.

Announcements/Comments:  The next Council Meeting will be Tuesday,    May 9,
2017. 

Closing Prayer:  After a closing prayer, the meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m

                   

Please mark your calendars and plan to attend these two important upcoming
services:

! Maundy Thursday, April 13th at 7:00 p.m. -  Vince Zentnor, one of the
harpists with the Virginia Symphony Orchestra will be with us and will
accompany the hymns and other music during this beautiful and meaningful
service.

! Easter Sunday, April 16th  - Our hymns, preludes and anthems will come
alive accompanied by brass quartet and organ.  Music for Easter will be
especially glorious, exciting and joyful.  This is one of those times you’ll
want to invite your friends, relatives, and neighbors to experience First
United Methodist Church.

Mike Hardesty



  Gifts to the Foundation - to the Glory of God and in Honor and Memory:

From: 

Mr. and Mrs. Doug Foltz in Honor of: The Millers and The Waters

From:

David and Linda Dellinger in Honor of: Clarence and Polly Clodfelter                    
                                                                  and

                                          in Memory of: Alice Shields

From:

Albert W. Hall to the Glory of God to the Foundation

Gifts to the Memorial Fund:       
                                                                                
                           In memory of Wesley Berryman                                                                      

                                Given by Patricia A. Meeker

COUNCIL MINUTES OF MARCH 14, 2017
Members Present:  David Dellinger, Robert Haley,          Michael

Hardesty, Joyce Harrell, Dianne Harwood, Robert Kernell, Phil

Rehrig, Norman Shields, Jr., Barbara Swiatek, Hal Swiatek, Mahla

Swinford, Kim Webster,          and Nancy Yarborough

Call to Order and Opening Devotion:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 by
Chairman Hal Swiatek.  Phil Rehrig shared an opening devotion, followed by a prayer.

Approval of Minutes:  The minutes of the January 24, 2017 meeting were approved as
written and submitted.

Chairman’s Report: Hal Swiatek reported that we are supporting PORT by providing
food to Hilton Baptist, who is housing the homeless.
Pastor’s Report: Robert reported that Bette Jones will not continue in her position as
parish nurse after June.  The announcement of our new pastor is supposed to come at the
end of March or the beginning of April; it should be posted to the Virginia Conference
website.

Committee Reports:

Trustees:  Pastor Haley stated that he is now the temporary chair of the trustees (by
circuit court appointment) until a new chair is elected. He can chair the committee until
his retirement (in June).  The church’s phone system is scheduled to be replaced this week;
the current system is over 30 years old and functioning poorly.  The trustees are looking
into replacing the ceiling tile in the social hall, but need to make sure there are no active
leaks.  The committee is also looking into painting areas of the church and professionally
cleaning the kitchen.
The parsonage has a new roof; the floors have been resurfaced and the electrical system
has been updated. 



Community Easter Egg Hunt

Sunday, April 9th at 1:00 p.m. will be our community Easter Egg

Hunt.  We will meet in the Fellowship Hall.  Please bring your own

basket.  All ages are welcome!   Hot dog lunch, crafts and games! 

                     Note: If you would like to participate in the party by either
serving as a greeter for visitors to our church, helping the children with crafts,
serving the lunch, putting the eggs out in th field behind the church, or setting up
or cleaning up, please contact Susanne Daley at 232-6682 .   Hope to see you
there!!!

There is a really easy way to support First United
Methodist Pre-School every time you grocery shop. 
FUMP participates in Box Tops for Education
program, which has helped America’s schools earn
over $715 million since 1996. All year long we
collect Box Tops to help us buy what our school
needs most.  Each Box Top is worth 10 cents for
our school.  Last year, FUMP earned $250.00 which we used to purchase art
supplies.  We can earn even more cash this school year with your help.  To
help our school, just look for pink Box Tops on products, clip them, and
send them to school.  For more information on Box Tops for Education
program, including a list of participating products, visit www.BTFE.com.       
                                                                                                 Thanks for
your help!     Kim Webster 

                                                                                 

The Church Office is working on up-dating the membership records.  We could
use your help in the following way.   The names below are members that have been
on our rolls, and we have received returned mail with no forwarding address.  If
you know the information for us, please contact Betty Mills in the Church Office.

Brent & Patricia Rivera Bates Michelle Riley Braxton
John V. Becker Wesley James Bush
Amanda Edwards Birch Brian Creech
David Culp Nancy Cecelia Clark Evans
Elizabeth Victoria Frost Douglas Lee Honeycutt
Ola Lawson Preston Bernard Loving
Pamela Forbes Loving Thomas Mark Foltz
Marian Germain Christopher Spencer Hutchens
Marian Barnhill Hutchens Margaret Glauss Jones
Elizabeth Anne Joyce Linda Lanning
Melina L. Madison Wesley Richard Moore
Beth Moore Mary Howard Pulley
Jack Schney Lyla Vess
Sean Howard Wainwright Mary Wainwright

http://www.BTFE.com.


       EASTER EVENTS/SERVICES

April 9th - 1:00 p.m.

Easter Egg Hunt/Crafts/Lunch

April 13th -  7:00 p.m.

Maundy Thursday Service

April 14th - Noon

Good Friday

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church

45 Main Street, Newport News, VA.

Pastor Robert Haley will participate

Easter Sunday, April 16th 

Sunrise Service - 6:30 a.m.

Breakfast, following the Sunrise Service

    8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. Worship Services

         9:35 a.m.  Sunday School

THE CHURCH TOWER
April 2017

First United Methodist Church
10246 Warwick Blvd.

Newport News, VA.  23601
  757-595-0383

Robert L. Haley, Pastor

http://www.fumccn.org

