A Note from the Pastor …
As I write, summer is attempting to become autumn. I am
thinking of all the people who have been a part of my life. Of
course, I think of my Mom, who died too young; her Mom, my
beloved Gram; and my Papa. Family, friends, neighbors, and even
strangers have touched my life in ways that I could not have
imagined. I think of Joan, who helped me to see God’s love in a
new way. At times, I expect you also find yourself remembering
such people in your own life. These people are best known as
“the cloud of witnesses” mentioned in Hebrews 12.1 ~ “Therefore, since we are
surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses.”
My friend Traci Jones wrote the following beautiful description of these faithful
ones. “Who are ‘the cloud of witnesses’ and how do they surround us? Faithful
men and women who pave the way for us - not that they are spectators to the race
we run but rather that we ought to act as if they were in sight and cheering us on
to the same victory in the life of faith that they obtained. We are inspired by the
godly examples these saints set during their lives- these are those whose past lives
of faith encourage others to live that way too. The cloud is referred to as ‘great’
means that millions of believers have gone before us, each bearing witness to the
life of faith we now live.”
On the first Sunday in November we will honor our Saints who have gone before
us. In our Wesleyan tradition, we remember “all the saints who from their labors
rest.” This year we will be honoring all the believers who have gone on to life
eternal with the lighting of candles. We specifically remember those who have
died in this last year and will invite family members to light a candle as their loved
one’s name is announced. We will also offer the opportunity for our community to
come and light a small votive in honor and memory of family and friends.
Grace & Peace!
Pastor Elizabeth
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Here we are into October -- a time of turning leaves,
cool crisp air, and colorful pumpkins! That leads us
right into the First United Methodist Annual Craft
Show, filled with numerous crafts, baked goods, ham
biscuits and Brunswick Stew!

Communion Offering: Our communion offering for October supports World
Communion Sunday. On World Communion Sunday, we celebrate our brothers and
sisters from around the world with a special communion and offering. Our mission is to
love others and share the Gospel; one of the ways we live out this mission is to
empower others to share the Gospel by nurturing their education. Your communion
offering helps an international or national student with the cost of their continuing
education; your generosity allows future leaders to be prepared to meet the world with
the Gospel. On World Communion Sunday we remember that we are one.

October 28th from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. is the date and time you need to put
on your calendars and be there!
We are also selling pecans, the best around, to benefit the Wesley Community Service
Center, which is our National United Methodist Mission.
The Circles have met and are ready for all the fall festivities.
The York River District Annual meeting will be October 7th at Williamsburg U.M.C. to
begin at 9:30 a.m.
The Conference annual meeting will be on October 28th at Trinity U.M.C. Richmond,
VA. to begin at noon. Hope you can make it to some or all of these events.

United Methodist Men Monthly Meeting:

Join the United
Methodist Men on Saturday, October 21 , at 8:00 a.m. for our
monthly Saturday Breakfast Meeting. Our guest speaker will be a
staff member from the Riverside Medical Center - Orthopedic
Department.
st

The next TOWER will be available on Sunday, October 29th.
Deadline for all articles and information will be October 9th.

Faith, Hope and Love in action! That's United Methodist Women.
In Christ,
Nancy Yarborough, President

CALLING ALL BAKERS
Once again we are graciously asking your help to fill the
tables with delicious baked goods for the Bake Sale during
our October 28th Craft Show. If you are willing to help us,
please bring items to the Church on October 27th between
9:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. You may also bring them early on
October 28th. Please name the item and list ingredients, as
many people have allergies. All proceeds go to our outreach
and mission work. Thank you once again in advance for
your support and generosity.

The following names are Gifts to the Foundation to the
Glory of God and in Memory and Honor
Anonymous In Honor of Elizabeth & Doug Lutz
th

October 15 at 3:00 p.m. - Sunday Afternoon with Sebastian (Johann Sebastian
Bach, that is) will be an afternoon with the organ music of J. S. Bach, including music of
his least-known offspring, P. D. Q. Bach (as chronicled by musicologist Peter Schickele).
Also on the program will be transcriptions of several of Bach’s most famous melodies
(“Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring”, “Sheep May Safely Graze”, and “Air on the G String”).
And there will be a piece written in the style of Bach by theatre organist Billy Nalle (on a
tune you will surely recognize!) Organist Thom Robertson will be visible through the
modern technology of closed-circuit TV – you’ll be able to watch his hands and feet.
Please join us for an afternoon of music!

Anonymous In Honor of Bill and Bette Jones
In Honor of Elizabeth & Doug Lutz and family,
from Jerry & Martha Dodson
In Memory of Wesley J. Berryman, from Lois Berryman
In Memory of Daniel M. Crick, from Sandra Crick
In Memory of John L. Potter (Jack), from Rita Potter
In Memory of Bill Knoble, from Shelby Knoble

November 5th at 3:00 p.m. – The annual United Campus Ministries Festival of
Music fund-raiser will be held at Pope Chapel on the campus of Christopher Newport
University. The F.U.M.C. Chancel Choir will be participating, along with choirs from
other area churches in presenting three massed anthems; they will also present a solo
performance of one of their favorite anthems. This event helps United Campus
Ministries continue its vital ministry to students at C.N.U., so your attendance and
support would be greatly appreciated.

In Memory of Bertie Mills, from Mrs. Sibyl French
In Memory of Dr. & Mrs. Conway Smith, Jr.,
from Conway and Lynn Smith

Gifts to the Foundation for the Friends Campaign:
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Foltz

All musical ensembles at F.U.M.C. welcome new members; spaces are always open for
others to participate with us in our ministry. If you’d like to be a part of that, contact
Thom Robertson, Director of Music Ministries at fumc.musicoffice@gmail.com or phone the
church office.

Brenda and Gene Garriss
O. A. Holden, Jr.
David Dellinger

COUNCIL MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 12, 2017
Members Present: Mark Cushen, David Dellinger, Doug Foltz, Joyce
Harrell, Dianne Harwood, Bill Jones, Robert Kernell, Elizabeth Lutz, Phil
Rehrig, Norman Shields, Jr., Hal Swiatek, Mahla Swinford, Kim Webster,
Nancy Yarborough
Guests Present: Jerry Dodson, Ray Hussein

Call to Order and Opening Devotion: The meeting was called to order at 7:00
by Chairman Hal Swiatek. Mahla Swinford shared an opening devotion, followed by a
prayer.
WELCOME NEW BOARD MEMBER
F.U.M.C. Foundation welcomes Jonathan Smith as its newest Director. His nomination
was confirmed by members of the F.U.M.C. Council at its September 12 meeting.
Jonathan will replace Tom Middleton on the 15 - member Foundation Board, as Tom
recently resigned following his retirement from the shipyard and move back to his home
state of Delaware. Welcome, Jonathan!

FRIENDS CAMPAIGN

Just a reminder that the F.U.M.C. Foundation’s 2017 Friends Campaign is still
underway! If you haven’t already made your 2017 Friends Campaign donation, there is
still time! Please return the card with your tax deductible donation. A response card
was included in last month’s Foundation mailing to your home, or you may choose to
use a Yellow Foundation Envelope included with your monthly pledge envelopes.
During 2016, F.U.M.C. Foundation provided $22,000.00 in outreach mission grants to
16 community organizations. Interest from gifts and remembrances provides perpetual
funding for community outreach. Thank you for your continued support for this
important charitable work of the Foundation as we at First Church strive to adhere to 1
John 3:18 “ …let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action.”

Approval of Minutes: The minutes of the July 11, 2017 meeting were approved as
written and submitted.
Chairman’s Report: Hal was pleased to report that attendance, choir participation, and
visitor numbers were all increasing.
Pastor’s Report: Reverend Lutz reported that several items of her 3 month plan have
been completed….the directory information and email list have been updated,
website/Facebook updates are ongoing along with weekly emails, “coffee with the
pastor” and bible studies (Monday morning and Wednesday evening) have begun.
Committee meetings, UM guideline distribution and training sessions are all on the
calendar. Pastor Lutz is also working with SPPRC (Staff Pastor Parish Relations
Committee) to update job descriptions.
Staff meetings are being held every other week. Preparations have begun to transition to
Office 365 and Shelby systems. In an effort to streamline ordering, delivery and
payments, Betty Mills will now order all supplies and materials….educational, cleaning,
etc.
Notable Dates:

September 23 - 9:30 a.m. training session for acolytes, lay readers, and ushers

October 7 - 9:30 a.m. church-wide planning meeting for 2018 for committee
chairs

October 24 - 25 rescheduled continuing education for Pastor Lutz*

October 26 - 31 rescheduled vacation for Pastor Lutz*

November 22 - 7:00 p.m. Thanksgiving worship service

December 5 - 7:00 p.m. Charge Conference (We will be hosting Chestnut
U.M.C., Parkview U.M.C., Crooks U.M.C., Asbury U.M.C., and St. James
U.M.C.)

*The Reverend Phyllis R. Earley will be presiding at Worship on the 29th and is available
for Pastoral Care.
Committee Reports:
Finance: Norman Shields, Jr. thanked Bill Jones for auditing and correcting budget
items that had been posted to the wrong account. He also requested permission to cash
in $20,000 of our investments to cover current expenditures and maintain a small
cushion in our checking account; motion was stated and carried. Currently, we have
received approximately $195,000.00 and spent approximately $206,000.00.
There was a question about the “Communication Fund” which currently
caries a balance of approximately $4000.00. Reverend Lutz will contact Reverend Haley
to get clarification.
The Finance committee will be updating and clarifying policies and
procedures regarding who is authorized to spend church funds; the updated list is
forthcoming. Only committee chairs (and in some cases, Pastor Lutz) are authorized to
submit vouchers and are not permitted to go over budget without approval.
Trustees: Doug Foltz reported that the Trustees recently received a check for $27,
435.53 from the Fred Pawell estate. The Trustees voted to put $25,000.00 toward
apportionments, $1375.00 went to The Foundation, and the remaining $1060.53 went to
the general fund.
All outside entry locks will be re-keyed on September 21st. Keys will be
numbered and signed for by individuals. Doug will be available at all services on
September 24th for key pickup; after that date please see Betty Mills.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE
VIRGINIA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2017
The 235th Session of the Virginia Annual Conference was held in
Hampton,
VA., on June 16 - 18, 2017. Bishop Sharma D. Lewis opened with a welcome
to all attendees and the York River District. Bishop Lewis said the theme
this year will be “A New Thing” from the scriptural passage Isaiah 43:19,
“Behold, I will do a new thing, now it shall spring forth; shall you not
know it? I will even make a road in the wilderness and rivers in the
desert.”
Bishop Lewis said this year’s offering will continue to support our
partnership with the United Methodist Missions in Cambodia, Mozambique
and Brazil; $113,000.00 was collected and will be divided between these
three areas. Bishop Lewis stated “A Disciple of Jesus Christ is a lifelong
learner who influences others to serve.” When presenting this vision,
Bishop Lewis noted that every church will have an intentional discipleship
strategy by 2020. She promised to roll out more information and resources
over the coming months.
The York River District celebrated its 6th Anniversary in 2016; the people of
the York River District welcomed 496 new members, 304 by Profession of
Faith, and gave over 2.4 million dollars through apportionments and other
benevolence. The Committee on Finance Administration provided financial
reports and updates including information regarding apportionments. They
were pleased to report that apportionment amounts will hold steady. In the
York River District only 1 Church closed this year - East Hampton United
Methodist. There were 5 constitutional amendments voted on; 2 of the 5
were voted on at Annual Conference; Resolution 5, hydraulic fracturing oil
and gas, recommends concurrence, Resolution 4 , on The Holy Land travel.
The committee recommends concurrence. Both resolutions passed. The
number of kits collected at Conference for U.M.C.O.R. was 41,522. Bishop
Sharma Lewis closed the Conference with a spiritual and inspiring worship
service.
The 2018 Virginia Annual Conference will be held in Hampton, VA.

Fifth Sunday Lunch
Please join the Mission Team following the second service on Sunday,
October 29th, for fellowship and lunch (baked potato bar). The lunch
includes salad, baked potatoes with various toppings, and dessert. Take out
will be available. The lunch is a fund-raiser to support The Society of
of St. Andrew, a nationwide, faith-based, ecumenical ministry operating a
variety of programs to fight hunger in America. This year’s luncheon will
include a potato decorating contest. Bring your decorated un-baked potato
Sunday morning and place in the fellowship hall. During lunch we will
vote to see who wins the prize for “best dressed” potato.
The Society of St. Andrew’s name comes from Andrew’s role in Jesus’
miraculous feeding of the 5,000. Headquartered in Big Island, VA, the
Society of St. Andrew was founded in 1979 by two Methodist ministers with
a vision of a world without hunger. Two of the Society’s most significant
programs, the Potato & Produce Project and the Gleaning Network
address hunger through salvaging commercially unmarketable, yet
perfectly good, nutritious food. In the first 8 months of 2017 (January –
August), The Society of St. Andrew saved and distributed over 20 million
pounds (60 million servings), costing just pennies per serving.

The Trustees received three bids from contractors for painting the Narthex:
Lewis Painting ($4900.00), MP Paint Contractor ($6888.00) and Branden Tyler
($2600.00). A quote was also received for replacing the windows in the
Sanctuary but it was cost prohibitive.
John Price and Doug Foltz did a “walk around” the church and attended to
several items: clean/replace light fixtures and bulbs, painted bricks by
Tyrone’s tree, shredded old documents, installed a new safe handle,
replaced preschool sign, replaced emergency contact numbers signs on
outside entry doors.
New Business:
Foundation: Mahla Swinford moved that Jonathan Smith be
confirmed by the F.U.M.C. Council as a Foundation Director to replace the
vacancy created by the resignation/moving of Tom Middleton. The motion
carried unanimously.
Announcements/Comments:

Committee chairs must have budget requests in by November 1 for the 2018
year.

Approximately $2300.00 was collected for UMCOR.

Booklets of church council guidelines are available for pickup.

The temporary handicap signs placed in the side parking lot should not be
taken down prior to the 10:45 a.m. service. Please respect the signs!

Next meeting will be November 7, 2017

Jerry Dodson requested storage for files from the History Room and gave an
update on painting the steeple.

Reverend Lutz will lead a stewardship study during the Sunday school hour in
October and November based on the book “Defying Gravity”.
Closing: After a closing prayer, the meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.
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“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,
let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely,
and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us,
looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith” Hebrews 12.1-2

